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Eucharistic Adoration on the First Saturday of the Month in Ghasri — Reflection on the Book of
Leviticus

During the animated Eucharistic Adoration on the first Saturday of the month, we reflect on the
third book in the Bible, Leviticus. Chapter 16 of Leviticus stands as a profound chapter in Scripture,
unveiling the sacred rituals such as that of Yom Kippur in Hebrew culture, the Day of Atonement.
This solemn day, central to the faith and practice of the Israelites, provides us as Catholics with a
lens to better appreciate Christ’s ultimate sacrifice and the call to atonement in our own lives. The
Day of Atonement was the holiest day in the Jewish calendar, designed to cleanse the people of
Israel from their sins and renew their relationship with God. The high priest, representing the
people, entered the Holy of Holies, offering sacrifices for his sins and those of the entire
community. Two goats were used in the ceremony: one was sacrificed as a sin offering, and the
other, the "scapegoat,’ symbolically bore the sins of the people and was sent away into the
wilderness.

At its heart, Yom Kippur reveals humanity's need for reconciliation with God and the seriousness of
sin. The detailed instructions highlight God’s holiness and the gravity of entering into His presence
unclean. These sacrifices foreshadow the ultimate atonement brought about by Jesus Christ, our
eternal High Priest. As Catholics, we see in Leviticus 16 the shadow of the saving work of Jesus
Christ. The Epistle to the Hebrews confirms this connection: "But when Christ appeared as a high
priest of the good things that have come, He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means
of the blood of goats and calves but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal
redemption." Jesus fulfils both roles in the Yom Kippur ritual: as the sacrificial lamb whose death
reconciles us to God, and as the scapegoat who takes our sins upon Himself, carrying them away
and freeing us from their burden. Unlike the yearly rituals of Yom Kippur, Christ’s sacrifice was
perfect and final, opening the way for us to enter God’s presence without fear. His death and
resurrection invite us into a restored relationship with the Father, one that calls for our ongoing
repentance and commitment to holiness.

Leviticus 16 challenges us to examine our spiritual journeys in light of God’s call to holiness. The
Day of Atonement reminds us that sin separates us from God and demands reconciliation. This
calls us to approach God with a spirit of humility and repentance, which we are blessed to
experience tangibly through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In this sacrament, we encounter the
same mercy and renewal that the Israelites sought, but now fully realised in Christ. Reflecting on
the role of the high priest in Leviticus, we are invited to trust in Jesus, who continually intercedes for
us before the Father. Through Him, we are assured of God’s forgiveness and grace, and in Him, we
find the strength to continue our journey of faith.

The communal aspect of Yom Kippur also calls us to remember the importance of community in
our faith. The Day of Atonement was not an individual act but one undertaken on behalf of the
entire people of Israel. Likewise, as members of the Body of Christ, we are called to pray for one
another, reconcile with one another, and journey together in faith. Just as the Israelites prepared
their hearts for the Day of Atonement, we too are called to regularly examine our lives in light of



God’s Word. This self-examination is vital: it invites us to confront unconfessed sin, seek healing in
broken relationships, and strive to live more fully in God’s grace.

Leviticus 16 teaches us that atonement is not merely a ritual but a heart posture. As we journey
through the books of the Bible, this chapter inspires us to live lives of continual repentance, trustin
Christ’s saving work, and commitment to God’s holiness. In our reflection series, Leviticus reminds
us of the beauty of God’s plan—a plan fulfilled in Christ yet inviting us into a deeper relationship
with Him every day. May we always approach God’s throne with reverence and gratitude, embracing
His mercy and extending it to others. Through this, we live in the spirit of atonement, not as a one-
time act, but as a way of life, continually renewed by the love and grace of God.
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Adorazzjoni Ewkaristika tal-Ewwel Sibt tax-Xahar fl-Ghasri — Riflessjoni dwar il-ktieb tal-
Levitiku

Fl-Adorazzjoni Ewkaristika animata fl-ewwel Sibt tax-xahar, irriflettejna fuq it-tielet ktieb tal-Bibbja,
il-Levitiku. Il-Kapitlu 16 ta’ Levitiku huwa kapitlu profond fl-Iskrittura, li jikxef ir-ritwali mgaddsa
bhall-Yom Kippur fil-kultura Ebrajka, il-Jum tal-Espjazzjoni. Dan il-jum solenni, ¢entrali ghall-fidi u |-
prattika tal-l1zraelin, jipprovdi lilna bhala Kattoli¢i ghajnuna biex napprezzaw is-sagrific¢cju ahhari ta’
Kristu u s-sejha ghall-espjazzjoni f’hajjitna. Il-Jum tal-Espjazzjoni kien l-igaddes jum fil-kalendarju
Lhudi, mahsub biex jithaddfu l-poplu ta’ Izrael mid-dnubiet taghhom u jgeddu r-relazzjoni taghhom
ma’ Alla. Il-gassis il-kbir, li jirrapprezenta lill-poplu, kien jidhol fil-Qaddis tal-Qaddisin, joffri
sagrifié¢ji ghad-dnubiet tieghu u dawk tal-komunita kollha. Zewg moghoz kienu jintuzaw fir-ritwal:
wahda kienet tigi sagrifikata bhala offerta ghad-dnub, u l-ohra, |-"Ghazazel", kienet simbolikament
tgorr id-dnubiet tal-poplu u tintbaghat fid-dezert.

Fil-qalba tieghu, Yom Kippur jikxef il-htiega tal-umanita ghal rikonciljazzjoni ma’ Alla u l-gravita tad-
dnub. L-istruzzjonijiet dettaljati jenfasizzaw il-qdusija ta’ Alla u l-gravita li wiehed jidhol fil-prezenza
Tieghu mhux imnaddaf. Dawn is-sagrificéji jhejjuna ghall-espjazzjoni ahhari mwettqa minn Gesu
Kristu, il-Qassis il-Kbir ghal dejjem. Bhala Kattolici, naraw f’Levitiku 16 xbieha tax-xoghol tas-
salvazzjoni ta’ Gesu Kristu. L-Ittra lill-Lhud tikkonferma din il-konnessjoni: "lzda meta Kristu deher
bhala qassis il-kbir tal-gid li kellu jigi, dahal darba ghal dejjem fil-postijiet imgaddsa, mhux
permezz tad-demm ta’ moghoz u ghoggiela, izda permezz tad-demm tieghu stess, u hekk
kiseb fidwa eterna." Gesu jwettaq iz-zewg rwoli fir-ritwal ta’ Yom Kippur: bhala l-haruf tas-
sagrific¢ju li permezz tal-mewt tieghu jirrikonéiljana ma’ Alla, u bhala |-Ghazazel li jiehu fuqu
dnubietna, igorrhom ’il boghod, u jehlisna mill-piz taghhom. B’kuntrast mar-ritwali annwali ta’ Yom
Kippur, is-sagrific¢ju ta’ Kristu kien perfett u finali, li fetah it-triq biex nidhlu fil-prezenza ta’ Alla
minghajr biza’. Il-mewt u l-qawmien Tieghu jistiednuna f’relazzjoni mgedda mal-Missier, wahda li
ssejhilna ghar-ripentenza kontinwa u ghall-impenn ghall-qdusija.

Levitiku 16 jisfidana biex nezaminaw il-vjaggi spiritwali taghna fid-dawl tas-sejha ta’ Alla ghall-
qdusija. Il-Jum tal-Espjazzjoni ifakkarna li d-dnub jifredna minn Alla u jitlob rikon¢iljazzjoni. Dan
isejhilna biex nidhlu quddiem Alla b’ghagal u umilta, li nistghu nesperjenzaw b’mod tangibbli fis-
Sagrament tar-Rikonciljazzjoni. F’'dan is-sagrament, niltagghu mal-istess hniena u tigdid li kienu



jfittxu l-1zraelin, izda issa mwettga b’mod shih fi Kristu. Meta nirriflettu fuq ir-rwol tal-gassis il-kbir
f’Levitiku, ahna mistiedna nafdaw f’Gest, li kontinwament jinteréedi ghalina quddiem il-Missier.
Permezz Tieghu, nistghu nkunu certi tal-mahfra u l-grazzja ta’ Alla, u fiH insibu s-sahha biex
inkomplu l-vjagg tal-fidi taghna.

L-aspett komunitarju ta’ Yom Kippur ukoll ifakkarna fl-importanza tal-komunita fil-fidi taghna. Il-Jum
tal-Espjazzjoni ma kienx att individwali izda wiehed li kien isir f’isem il-poplu kollu ta’ Izrael. Bl-
istess mod, bhala membri tal-Gisem ta’ Kristu, ahna msejha nitolbu ghal xulxin, nirrikonéiljaw ma’
xulxin, u nimxu flimkien fil-fidi. Kif l-1zraelin kienu jippreparaw galbhom ghall-Jum tal-Espjazzjoni,
hekk ukoll ahna msejhin biex regolarment nezaminaw hajjitna fid-dawl tal-Kelma ta’ Alla. Din (-
awtoezaminazzjoni hija krucjali: tistedinna niffac¢jaw dnub mhux ammess, infittxu fejgan fir-
relazzjonijiet miksura, u nahdmu biex nghixu aktar fil-milja tal-grazzja ta’ Alla.

Levitiku 16 jghallimna li l-espjazzjoni mhijiex sempliciment ritwal izda atteggjament tal-qgalb. Hekk
kif naghmlu l-vjagg taghna mill-kotba tal-Bibbja, dan il-kapitlu jispirana biex nghixu hajjitna
b’ripentenza kontinwa, fiducja fix-xoghol tas-salvazzjoni ta’ Kristu, u impenn ghall-qdusija ta’ Alla.
Fis-serje ta’ riflessjonijiet taghna, Levitiku jfakkarna fis-sbuhija tal-pjan ta’ Alla—pjan imwettaq fi
Kristu izda li jistedinna ghal relazzjoni aktar profonda mieghU kuljum. Jalla dejjem nidhlu quddiem
it-tron ta’ Alla b’rabta u gratitudni, billinhaddnu l-hniena Tieghu u nxandruha ma’ ohrajn. B’'dan il-
mod, nghixu fl-ispirtu tal-espjazzjoni, mhux bhala att wiehed, izda bhala mod ta’ hajja,
kontinwament imgedded mill-imhabba u l-grazzja ta’ Alla.
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9. Kant u Barka Sagramentali
O Sacrament most Holy,

O Sacrament Divine

All praise and all thanksgiving be every
moment Thine s
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